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Introduction
Since the turn of the century,  
there has been growing awareness 
of, and changing attitudes to, climate 
change among consumers, regulators 
and investors. 

This has led to ever-increasing demands for action 
across all sectors to prevent a worsening of current 
trends and mitigate existing and future damage in 
order to safeguard our shared environment. 

It was striking when UN Secretary General, António 
Guterres, in his opening address to the recent COP27, 
declared that:

“we are on a highway to climate hell with  
our foot on the accelerator…we are in the 
fight of our lives and we are losing”. 

Guterres’ comment follows a year of increasingly 
deadly natural disasters that have been largely 
attributed to climate change and which highlight the 
urgency of achieving one of the key goals of the  
Paris Agreement:

“making finance flows consistent with a 
pathway towards low greenhouse gas 
emissions and climate-resilient development” 
– Article 2(1)(c).

Without addressing the risks of climate change 
through mitigation, adaptation and investing in climate 
solutions, the world will not achieve its climate goals. 
It is ever more evident that failure to do so threatens 
the health and livelihoods of people everywhere. 

The fact that so many of us in the financial, legal  
and corporate worlds are talking about climate 
finance today – and indeed, attending COP summits 
– is evidence that “the money has caught up”.

This is because climate action requires significant 
investment, including an adjustment to current capital 
flows. For example, switching investment away from 
fossil fuels towards renewable energy systems, as 
well as new public infrastructure that can withstand 
climate change impacts, and inclusive technology to 
ensure the benefits of such investment are received 
effectively and globally. However, climate inaction will 
be vastly more expensive. 

This clearly demonstrates the key role that finance and 
the financial community have to play in the transition 
to the new global green economy. The theme of  
this report is climate finance and the City of  
London’s role in advancing climate finance, 
following on from COP27. 
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There are many terms used in the context 
of the drive towards a sustainable future, 
but with regards to ‘climate finance’, this 
is generally the allocation of capital which 
supports:

a.  climate change mitigation, which seeks to
reduce the flow of greenhouse gases into the
atmosphere thereby reducing the changes to our
global atmosphere; and

b.  climate change adaptation, which looks to
protect global populations, economies and the
ecosystems from the impacts of climate change
by altering behaviours and infrastructure.

There is an overarching argument for linking access  
to capital with sustainable business practices, 
including in relation to climate resilience. There is 
already abundant evidence to show that failure to 
act now in response to climatic change will result in 
significant economic damage, both to businesses and 
national economies. 

Yet, for many market participants, there are also 
significant opportunities for growth in terms 
of developing the new business models and 
technologies that will be required to support a move 
to a sustainable and climate-resilient economy, 
and climate finance will have a key part to play in 
developing new funding products and strategies to 
underpin that transition. 

The City of London intends to play a leading role 
in encouraging debate and collaboration in this 
area. This report looks at where we are, where the 
challenges lie (including in relation to the climate 
finance commitments made at COP27), what 
role the UK business and financial communities 
(including pension funds, venture capital, financial and 
professional services) can play, and how the City of 
London intends to facilitate that.
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The City of London and 
climate finance – a short history 
The City of London is well placed to 
accelerate and scale climate finance 
thanks to its history as a centre of 
innovation and the resourcefulness 
of its participants. 

It also has a strong track record of supporting 
private finance initiatives which strive for better 
environmental and social factors, such as the 
UK’s first fully ethical fund, the Friends Provident 
Stewardship Fund, which was set up in 1984.1

This was followed by the Jupiter Ecology Fund, 
which invests into companies that provide solutions 
to environmental and social problems.2 In 2001, the 
City established the FTSE4Good Index, allowing fund 
managers to invest directly in an index, avoiding the 
costs of analysis to investors. 

Alongside hosting and building the infrastructure for 
the inflow of capital, the City has actively developed 
the necessary ancillary avenues to conscious 
investing. Today, the City leverages its experience with 
such well-established principles to advance and retain 
a leading role in sustainable finance strategies.

Screening – negative, positive 
and norms

The City adopts three types of screening 
as a leading component of sustainable investing 
strategy, whilst acknowledging that there are nuances 
to doing so.3

Negative screening avoids investing in products, 
corporations or sectors which fail to meet certain 
criteria. Historically applied to typically ‘sin’ 
industries such as tobacco, alcohol and weapons 
manufacturing, most investors and managers see 
negative screening as the most accessible ESG-
investing strategy. However, it is not without its 
pitfalls – avoiding “bad” investments does not equate 
to positive impact and ignores any transition and 
inclusion investment opportunities. 
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Conversely, positive or best-in-class screening looks 
at the positive attributes to identify investments which 
outperform peers on climate factors. While this is a 
more targeted approach, it can nevertheless result in 
an overall negative climate effect in pursuit of a single 
positive factor. 

Norms-based screening allows investors and 
investments to adopt compliance with public 
standards as a screening mechanism. Such norms 
adopted include compliance with the UN Global 
Compact, the Paris Agreement or OECD Guidelines.

Sustainability data, 
scores and indices

Having gathered extensive knowledge and experience 
from screening and other investment tools, the 
City is home to many organisations at the forefront 
of investing in solving the climate crisis, releasing 
market-leading intelligence for reference when 
making investment decisions. These London-based 
providers are demystifying the data and forging the 
pathway from assessment to investment decision,4 
providing global indices with data-based ESG 
characteristics,5 funds which track and invest in such 
indices,6 and market leading professional services 
providing scoring and data driven analytics.7

Climate investment networks

Many of the world’s leading investment 
associations and frameworks engaged 

in directing capital to more sustainable causes are 
headquartered and base their operations out of 
London, including the Principles for Responsible 
Investment. The presence of such bodies in the City 
advances the integration of ESG factors into the 
analysis and decision-making of its members and 
supplies a steady pipeline of education, thought 
leadership and guidance for and out of the City.

Thematic investing

Each of the topics mentioned so far 
represent a contributing factor to the 

City’s identity as a premier market for sustainable 
investing. The London Stock Exchange was one of 
the first stock exchanges to launch a specifically 
dedicated green bond segment in 2015,8 and 
continues to list the inaugural issuance of certified 
green bonds from, amongst others, China and India.9 
As at October 2022, the London Stock Exchange’s 
Sustainable Bond Market accounted for a quarter 
of the USD479 billion raised through green, social, 
sustainable and sustainability-linked bonds globally.10 

The sustainable loan markets are equally strongly 
supported by the City. Leading market bodies, such as 
the Loan Market Association and European Leveraged 
Finance Association, also work out of London, 
providing key and up to date guidance on sustainable 
finance products and transactions.

Public involvement

The UK Government has been supportive 
of the City’s pivot to sustainable investing. 

In 2012, the UK commissioned the Kay Review 
assessing the issue of short-termism and its potential 
impact on the UK economy, which recommended 
greater stewardship and longer-term decision making 
to avoid excessive reliance on existing particular 
metrics and models.11 The UK was also fundamental 
in pushing through the revised view of fiduciary duty, 
with the Law Commission issuing a report in 2014 
clarifying that fiduciary duty and consideration of 
sustainability matters are not divergent causes,12  
a view eventually adopted by the EU.13 

With continuing momentum, the UK Green Finance 
Roadmap pledges the UK to wider adoption of 
TCFD and implementation of a UK Green Taxonomy 
to encourage better climate-transparency.14 In 
addition, the 2022 consultation paper affirmed the UK 
Infrastructure Bank’s capacity of £22 billion to support 
the UK’s net-zero target and local and regional 
economic growth in the UK.15 
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The challenge
This report is published at a time 
of diverse and global political 
headwinds – the energy crisis, the 
cost of living crisis, rising inflation 
and the war in Ukraine. 

With many governments distracted, there is a risk 
that the climate agenda falls down the list of political 
priorities. Whilst the City of London continues to 
actively support the mobilisation of climate finance, 
the pace at which capital is flowing into climate 
solutions remains far behind where it needs to be if 
we are collectively to achieve our climate goals.  
There are multiple hurdles for the City to address in 
order to scale up the climate finance initiatives it has 
hosted thus far. This include, but are not limited to, 
short-termism, trustworthy data and the ever-present 
risk of greenwashing.

Short-termism

Echoing the conclusions of the Kay Review,  
Mark Carney as then-Governor of the Bank of 
England summarised short-termism as the  
“tragedy of the horizon”: 

“We don’t need an army of actuaries to tell 
us that the catastrophic impacts of climate 
change will be felt beyond the traditional 
horizons of most actors – imposing a cost 
on future generations that the current 
generation has no direct incentive to fix”.16

Whilst previously the effects of failing to adequately 
invest in climate change adaptation may have felt 
distant, this is no longer the case.17 In 2022 alone, 
we have seen a continued rise in natural disasters, 
including flooding in Pakistan that reportedly killed 
more than 1,700 people and caused damage in excess 
of USD30 billion,18 Germany’s shock floods that 
resulted in 58 deaths, heatwaves that killed tens of 
thousands in India, and massive wildfires across Spain 
and California. London also battled a surge in blazes 
during its record breaking heatwave.19  
Economic losses from natural disasters are  
increasing by 5.7% worldwide with the bill  
for natural disaster-related damages in 2021  
alone hitting USD270 billion.20
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Data

Sustainable investing has long suffered from a lack 
of consistent, global and accurate data. Whilst 
technology is improving, it is yet to be scaled to 
accommodate globally relevant and comparable 
data needed to incorporate environmental value 
in decision-making. Such infrastructure for data 
collection and reporting needs to be finessed and 
implemented universally so investors are confident in 
the data.

Given the magnitude of this challenge, and 
recognising the value in such data for investors, the 
London Stock Exchange Group acquired Refinitiv, 
a global provider of financial market data and 
infrastructure specialising in ESG data, providing 
innovative tools to identify key trends in sustainable 
investment and contribute to plugging the ‘ESG Data 
Gap’. This type of investment should ensure the City 
continues to provide investment professionals with 
the tools they need throughout the lifecycle of the 
climate investment.

Greenwashing

This remains one of the key areas in which prompt 
further action is required. If not addressed in a timely 
and transparent manner, the growing concerns over 
greenwashing risk severely undermining continued 
demand for sustainable finance, thereby reducing 
the positive impact it may have on achieving climate 
goals. The City has a vital role to play in tackling poor 
practices in this area. Market bodies and regulators are 
accelerating efforts to tackle concerns surrounding 
greenwashing, including the Financial Conduct 
Authority (FCA) issuing a consultation paper on its 
proposed UK Sustainable Disclosure Requirements 
and Investment labels rules (SDR Rules) in October 
2022 with a general anti-greenwashing rule to apply 
to all regulated firms.21 



The resolution
Climate is the bottom line

There is growing evidence to show that sustainable 
investments outperform their peers in the long run.22 
Increased reporting and consumer interest continue 
to show that failing to act in response to climate 
concerns will present crisis-inducing costs, whilst a 
low-carbon and climate-conscious economy presents 
huge opportunity for business and investment, 
including new markets and products.23 

Much like the shift in perspective for fiduciary duty, 
boards and business leaders are recognising that the 
interests of climate and profitable stakeholders are 
not divergent but aligned. Larry Fink in his annual Dear 
CEO Letter of 2022 states: 

“we focus on sustainability, not because we 
are environmentalists, but because we are 
capitalists and fiduciaries to our clients”,24 

Stuart Kirk recognised: 

“portfolio managers, analysts and data 
companies have understood ESG investing 
for years… weather, corporate culture or 
poor governance always influence valuations 
to some degree”.25 

Clearly business and private finance cannot engineer 
the shift of capital flows alone. Governments, 
policy makers and market bodies need to support 
the transition of considering the climate as part of 
the investment bottom line. As the World Business 
Council for Sustainable development stated: 

“Companies must shift their mindsets to 
recognize that they are only as resilient as 
the systems they are a part of”.26 

COP27 commitments

This report is published in the wake of the United 
Nations Climate Change Conference, COP27, which 
came to a close in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, on 20 
November 2022. Alongside national delegates and 
climate envoys, the conference was attended en 
masse by representatives from the global private 
finance sector – another signal that climate finance 
has moved to the mainstream. 

Despite its successes, some of which are highlighted 
below, COP27 clearly demonstrated that the 
existential threat posed by climate change cannot  
be overcome purely by action at a governmental  
level by nation states. Co-operation between the 
public and private sectors will be critical and  
climate finance must be at the forefront of this. 
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Beyond reaffirming commitments to limiting global temperatures to 1.5°c above 
pre-industrial levels, the major outcomes from the conference revolved around 
establishment of a loss and damage fund, action on climate finance, reforming the 
way the multilateral development organisations operate, and use of fossil fuels. 
Looking at each in turn, and what the UK is doing with respect thereto:

  loss and damage: 200 countries, including the UK, took the ‘historic’ decision 
to establish a dedicated loss and damage fund. Spearheaded by The Group 
of 77 and China, the fund is intended to provide financial assistance for loss 
and damage that “particularly vulnerable”27 nations are suffering from climate 
change. Details on who and how the fund will be financed are yet to be agreed, 
including on whether there can be consensus on enshrining the ‘polluter pays’ 
principle. A ‘transitional committee’ is expected to make recommendations on 
how to operate and finance the fund prior to COP28, which will be held in Abu 
Dhabi in November 2023

  adaption and climate finance: the COP27 agreement, “urged developed 
countries…to urgently and significantly scale up their provision of climate 
finance…”.28 It highlighted that USD4 trillion per year is required to be invested 
into renewable energy up until 2030 if we are to achieve the global goal of 
net-zero emissions by 2050, and that, furthermore, a global transformation to 
a low-carbon economy is expected to require investment of at least USD4-6 
trillion per year.29 Major concerns were also raised that developed countries 
had failed in their commitment to jointly mobilise USD100 billion per year by 
2020 to help mitigate the consequences of climate change, a commitment 
that was made at COP15 in 2009

 Examples of UK action include: 

 The City of London and the UK Government have shown their commitment to 
adaptation and climate finance through a number of initiatives. Domestically, 
the UK Government together with private insurers, founded the London-

headquartered Flood Re initiative in 2013. The initiative aims to make flood 
cover for residential insurance more affordable. This is an important step in 
tackling adaptation, as one in six properties in the UK are at a higher risk of 
flooding than ever before.30 Internationally, the City of London and the UK 
Government have partnered with the Government of India and UN Special 
Envoy on Climate Ambition and Solutions Michael Bloomberg to create CFLI 
India, which seeks to mobilise private capital in support of India’s low-carbon 
transition31

  reform of multilateral development banks: the COP27 agreement calls for 
the reform of the practices and priorities of multilateral development banks and 
international financial institutions to align and scale up funding, simplify access 
to climate finance and to define a new vision to adequality address the climate 
emergency, including developing a full suite of instruments, “from grants to 
guarantees and non-debt instruments, taking into account of debt burdens, 
and to address risk appetite, with a view to substantially increasing climate 
finance.”32 The scale of the reforms remain unclear but commentators indicate 
that it could involve a recapitalisation of the development banks to allow them 
to provide far more assistance to the developing world. 

Examples of UK action include: 

 Through the UK’s development finance institution, British International 
Investment (BII), the UK has been at the forefront of supporting companies that 
help developing and emerging countries grow. One of BII’s goals is to support 
countries, particularly in Africa and South Asia, with their transition to net-zero 
and resilient economies. Over the next five years, at least 30% of BII’s  
new commitments are expected to be in climate finance.33 
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  fossil fuels: despite a concerted effort by dozens of countries to extend 
the commitments made at COP26 to phase out the use of coal to cover all 
fossil fuels, no binding agreement was reached. The final text did include 
the need to “transition towards low-emission’ energy systems”. This would 
allow, for example, the continued production of fossil fuels when paired with 
carbon capture technologies. UK climate chief Alok Sharma, the president of 
COP26 in Glasgow, said this year’s negotiators “had to fight incredibly hard, 
relentlessly – it was like a battle – to make sure we preserved what we got over 
the line in Glasgow”, and Germany’s foreign minister Annalena Baerbock said 
the conference had been “stonewalled by a number of large emitters and oil 
producers”. Governments were, however, requested to revisit and strengthen 
the 2030 targets in their national climate plans by the end of 2023, as well 
as accelerate efforts to phase down unabated coal power and phase-out 
inefficient fossil fuel subsidies

 Examples of UK action include: 

  Since August 2021, UK insurer Prudential has been pioneering a scheme, 
together with the Asian Development Bank, to buy out coal-fired power plants 
in Asia in order to shut them down within 15 years. The scheme is designed to 
limit use of the polluting fossil fuel but also giving time for workers to find new 
jobs and incentivising countries to invest in clean energy alternatives.

It was also encouraging to see progress on public and private initiatives aimed 
at leveraging private finance to tackle climate change. In the following section, 
we highlight some of these initiatives that were announced on COP27’s Finance 
Day. These relate to the most pressing issues facing climate action, namely the 
development of transition planning and the ability to mobilise climate finance into 
emerging markets.

Financial Institution Net-zero transition plans34 

In November 2022, the Glasgow Alliance for Net-Zero (GFANZ), a collation of seven 
sector specific alliances, which includes over 550 financial institutions committed 
to net-zero emissions by 2050, published its final report on Financial Institution 
Net-zero Transition Plans. The report, which builds on the work of the Task Force 
on Climate-related Financial Disclosures (TCFD), presents a voluntary framework 
for financial institutions to apply when developing and implementing net-zero 
transitions plans. 

The report encourages financial institutions to consider that the greatest emissions 
reduction may be achieved by directing financing and related services to – rather 
than divesting from – firms and assets that need to transition. The four financing 
strategies that GFANZ believes are essential to the transition include: (i) investing 
in climate solutions, (ii) investing in companies that are already aligned to a 1.5°c 
pathway, (iii) investing in companies that are committed to transitioning in line  
with 1.5°c, and (iv) financing or enabling the accelerated managed phase-out of 
high-emitting physical assets.

The Net-zero transition plan framework comprises ten core components, grouped 
into five themes. Taken together, these components constitute the full set of 
activities a financial institution should consider in developing and executing a 
credible transition. 
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Transition Plan Taskforce disclosure framework35 

Following the launch of the UK Transition Plan Taskforce (TPT) in April 2022, 
TPT released their first set of publications on 8 November 2022. These included 
TPT’s transition plan disclosure framework and an implementation guide to help 
businesses develop a transition plan. Both publications are open to consultation/
for consultation until 28 February 2023. The TPT’s disclosure framework seeks 
to set the gold standard for transition plan disclosures. The framework is split 
into five key disclosure elements and 19 sub-elements. Under each sub-element, 
the framework outlines recommendations for an entity to disclose against. The 
elements mirror the key components of the transition plan recommended by 
GFANZ, demonstrating the alignment between the two initiatives, and showcasing 
the UK’s ability to lead on climate finance and to foster collaboration between the 
public and private sectors to deliver tangible solutions aimed at achieving net-zero.

The disclosure framework also builds on the TCFD to provide additional detail on 
transition plans. TCFD is reported annually as part of financial reporting. In contrast, 
the TPT recommends that a standalone transition plan is produced every three 
years. In the interim years, progress against the transition plan should be reported 
on an annual basis as part of TCFD, or ISSB, aligned disclosures in general purpose 
financial reporting (ie the Annual Financial Report). 

At the time of writing, a taskforce comprising UK regulators and UK Government 
departments has largely implemented a plan to apply TCFD across the UK 
economy (covering most of the financial services industry and large/listed 
companies). The FCA also plans to utilise the TPT’s final outputs to strengthen their 
transition plan disclosure expectations for listed companies, asset managers and 
regulated asset owners. The timeline for this consultation and implementation are 
yet to be announced.

Paris Aligned Asset Owners progress report36 

The Paris Aligned Asset Owners (PAAO) also published its first progress report in 
November 2022. The report sets out the steps asset owners are taking to reach 
their net-zero goals. In addition, PAAO published the Initial Target Disclosures 
report that provides an overview of targets set by PAAO. The PAAO is an outcome 
of the Paris Aligned Investment Initiative which was established in May 2019 as a 
collaborative investor-led forum to support investors to align their portfolios and 
activities to the goals of the Paris Agreement. 

To date, 57 asset owners have made a net-zero commitment through the Paris 
Aligned Investment Initiative. This includes asset owners from the UK, Australia, 
Canada, Europe, New Zealand, and the US, representing some USD3.3 trillion 
assets under management. The asset owners are typically pension funds, and 
include, amongst others, the London Pensions Funds Authority, National Grid UK 
Pension Scheme, Lloyds Banking Group Pensions Trustee Limited, and Tesco Plc 
Pension Scheme. 

The progress report includes 29 case studies illustrating how asset owners are 
developing a range of strategies and approaches to fulfil the PAAO’s ten point  
net-zero commitment statement. Highlights include:

  climate solutions: 98% of signatories have made a qualitative goal to increase 
investment in climate solutions. 55% of signatories have set qualitative targets 
for increasing investment in climate solutions.

  fossil fuel policies: 23 asset owners have outlined an approach to investing 
in fossil fuels. The types of policies vary but typically include exclusions of 
companies that derive a certain proportion of sales or revenues from carbon-
intensive activities such as coal mining, or fossil fuel extraction from tar sands 
or oil and gas
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  stewardship and engagement: 14 signatories have established a quantitative 
engagement threshold, typically expressed as a proportion of financed 
emissions under engagement and stewardship actions

  emissions targets: 50% of signatories added operational emissions targets to 
their ambitions to reduce financed emissions from their investment portfolios

Net-Zero Banking Alliance progress report37 

The Net-Zero Banking Alliance (NZBA) brings together banks which are committed 
to aligning their lending and investment portfolios with net-zero emissions by 
2050. NZBA was launched by 43 Founding Members on 21 April 2021 and in its first 
18 months has grown to 122 banks from 41 countries, representing USD72 trillion, 
which equates to 40% of global banking assets. Combining near-term action with 
accountability, signatory banks are required to set intermediate net-zero targets, 
for achievement by 2030 (or sooner) and 2050, no later than 18 months after 
joining.

NZBA issued its first progress report during Finance Day at COP27. 62 banks 
submitted updates, representing 80% of the member banks which were due to 
submit updates. Key takeaways from the report include:

 95% of respondents report having measured their financed emissions

 66% of respondents report having set a long-term portfolio target for 
achievement by 2050 

 32% of respondents report having set portfolio-wide intermediate targets for 
achievement by 2030 

 94% of respondents have set intermediate sector targets for 2030 or sooner, 
and 

 members that responded to the survey have set intermediate targets in just 
under three sectors, on average (at 36 months after joining, members must 
set targets in all, or a substantial majority of, the nine sectors outlined in the 
Alliance Guidelines)

The report also shares NZBA’s wider vision for creating a predictable and enabling 
policy environment to accelerate the net-zero transition. As COP27 brought 
together leaders and experts from around the world, NZBA reiterated its requests 
for support from policymakers in creating a supportive regulatory environment that 
will facilitate an orderly and ‘whole economy’ transition to net-zero.38 



BloombergNEF’s report on mobilizing capital into emerging 
markets and developing economies39

This report, published on 1 November 2022 and commissioned by GFANZ, looks 
at the current conditions for energy transition investment into emerging markets 
and developing economies (EM&DEs). The report emphasises the need to bolster 
global efforts and build even stronger partnerships to create the right conditions 
to accelerate increased investment, and that “more climate finance needs to get to 
EM&DEs and quickly”. Highlights from the report include:

 climate investment into EM&DEs remains insufficient to meet the goals of the 
Paris agreement

 decarbonising energy, with a special focus on power generation, is the  
most immediate and efficient pathway to keeping EM&DEs on track in the 
race to zero

 the “pipeline” of new clean energy projects under development has shrunk

 development finance institutions have deployed fewer dollars

 private sector investments sank to a four-year low in 2021

 investment into renewable energy capacity in EM&DEs saw a 41% spike in the 
five years ending in 2021, compared to 2012-2016

 the past five years saw a 25% drop in fossil-fuel fired capacity investment in 
these markets with renewables attracting 15% more capital than their fossil-
fuelled rivals

 the current allocation of energy transition funding is not aligned with the 
world’s long-term need to decarbonie

 appropriate policies are fundamental to attract climate finance, but only a 
limited number of EM&DEs have the necessary supportive policies in place
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The opportunity
The role of climate finance post-COP27

As has been demonstrated historically 
by its unprecedented rapid growth, 
climate finance, and sustainable 
finance more widely, has the capacity 
to act as a springboard for the 
required scaling up of sustainable 
technology and climate adaptation 
and mitigation initiatives. 

However, as COP27 closes and we look towards 
COP28, it is clear that the accelerating expansion 
of this growth market needs to be subject to proper 
regulatory scrutiny and oversight in order to retain the 
integrity of the market and investor confidence, and 
thus bolster the financial sector’s ability to support the 
transition to net-zero.

Popular financial instruments such as sustainability-
linked loans, green bonds and social bonds require 
tighter regulation, standardised reporting processes 
and market-standard precedent documentation to 
reduce the inherent risk of greenwashing, whilst also 
ensuring candidates not typically identified as ‘green’ 
are not excluded, thereby encouraging universal 
transition.

To assist investment in countries and areas most 
affected by climate change, public funds deployed 
through export credit or blended finance should 
be applied to de-risk such investment to attract the 
trillions of private capital pledged at COP27.

As noted, the City has been at the forefront of action 
in this respect. The City of London Corporation, 
alongside HM Government, helped launch both the 
Green Finance Institute and the Impact Investing 
Institute in 2019 in order to source and drive more 
climate action from the UK’s domestic financial 
and professional services. The UK ecosystem and 
emerging best practice in this regard have also 
been showcased, and challenged, as part of the 
Corporation’s high profile Summit programme over 
the last few years. This included the Green Horizon 
Summit at COP26 and the Net-Zero Delivery Summit 
in May 2022, hosted in association with the UK 
COP Presidency and GFANZ. Looking to 2023, the 
second edition of the Net-Zero Delivery Summit will 
be hosted in association with the Egyptian COP27 
Presidency, and will emphasise what is happening 
now, and what we need to see more of, as we seek to 
finance a fair and inclusive transition to net-zero.
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These moments are crucial as we showcase and 
explore how all parts of the City’s ecosystem have 
crucial and complementary roles to play in delivering 
net-zero. In the following paragraphs, we briefly touch 
on the roles that certain key sectors of the wider City 
community can perform.

The role of pension funds

As illustrated by the work of the PAAO, 
occupational pension schemes have 

a significant role to play in the transition to a low 
carbon economy and there is great opportunity 
for climate finance to help trustees diversify their 
portfolio, mitigate ESG risk and best serve the interests 
of their members. The importance of engagement 
in this sector is merely highlighted by its scale – the 
pensions sector in the UK has approximately £3 trillion 
in assets under management, which includes a rapidly 
expanding trust-based defined contribution sector 
with £114 billion in assets under management. 

The role of venture capital funding

Climate change adaptation, and climate 
change mitigation, will require innovative 

technologies to be developed, brought to market 
and scaled rapidly. There are nearly 45,000 emerging 
technology companies presently tackling the climate 
crisis, a fourfold increase on the position in 2010, 
and these ventures raised USD111 billion in 2021.40 

London is Europe’s leading venture capital market, 
and the UK is second only to the US for the number 
of firms focused on the climate tech vertical. The City 
therefore has a significant opportunity to drive a focus 
among such firms towards the financing of solutions 
to the climate crisis. 

How financial and professional 
services can help

In line with systems thinking, action 
should not be siloed to particular industries, 
professions or specialisms within the City. Private 
industry must converge to address the risks and 
concerns of all actors in the wider economy to bring 
about wholesale change.

Service providers are fast identifying new markets 
opened up by sustainable investment and market 
bodies are working at an incredible pace to retain 
and issue standards to guide participants towards 
best practice in these areas. The International Capital 
Market Association (ICMA), the self-regulatory 
organisation and trade association for participants 
in the capital markets, alongside the Loan Market 
Association (LMA), the authoritative voice of the 
syndicated loan market in Europe continue to issue, 
revise, update and expand on their library of globally 
used sustainable finance transaction principles and 
guidelines, including the Green Bond Principles and 
Sustainability-linked loan principles.41 

As the proportion of the finance markets that are 
focused on ESG-linked and climate finance continues 
to expand, more participants and service providers 
are calling for greater standardisation of processes 
and documentation. Recently the ICAEW Corporate 
Finance Faculty released its report on best practice 
for ESG considerations on M&A deals, including 
the approach to the due diligence process and the 
capabilities available.42 The Chancery Lane Project, 
a collaborative initiative of international legal and 
industry professionals, creates, reviews, updates and 
provides training on practical contractual clauses to 
deliver climate solutions across multiple industries 
and arrangements.43 Much like reliable and consistent 
data, standardised processes and documentation are 
pre-requisites to scaling climate change solutions to 
achieve the global goals.

Increasingly, there is pressure on organisations of 
a significant size to report substantial amounts of 
sustainability-related data about their products, 
services, operations and supply chain. There have 
been some peripheral announcements around COP27 
updating progress on new reporting initiatives (such as 
the development of the ISSB standards) and although 
this has been a trend from policymakers for some 
time, the real tangible impacts of reporting have yet 
to be fully seen, and are expected to bear fruit in the 
coming years.
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Conclusion and the  
role of the City of London
At its best, COP acts as a stage  
for showcasing ambition and  
offers opportunities for leading 
global actors from the public and 
private arena to identify and agree 
on avenues for future collaboration 
in the fight against climate change, 
whilst navigating the inevitable 
underlying tensions and  
conflicting interests. 

In that context, it is noteworthy that the UK took the 
occasion of COP27 to announce a significant package 
in relation to international climate action, covering 
matters such as green tech innovation, investment in 

clean energy projects and funding for the protection 
of rainforests and other threatened natural habitats. 

However, we are at a challenging moment for the 
UK Government as it seeks to navigate the various 
prevailing national and international economic 
headwinds. As previously mentioned, at such times, 
the focus of policy-makers naturally tends to drift 
to more immediate national concerns such as the 
cost of living crisis, and whilst it was heartening to 
see the Autumn Statement from the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer re-affirm the UK Government’s 
commitment to the net-zero transition, there is 
nevertheless an attendant risk that longer term 
concerns such as climate change, and in particular 
foreign aid, slip down the legislative order of priority 
at such times. 

Thanks to its extensive contacts with the business and 
financial communities, regulators and policy-makers, 
the City of London is well-placed to step forward at 
this time and act on the commitments, particularly in 
respect of climate finance, made at COP27, promote 
the work of the likes of GFANZ, TPT, PAAO and 
NZBA, and drive the debate with senior stakeholders, 
promoting ongoing engagement by the UK private 
financial and business community with international 
efforts to mobilise climate finance. 

In doing so, the City of London believes it will 
be possible to maintain the UK’s interests in this 
area notwithstanding other pressures, as well as 
safeguarding the UK’s hard-won reputation as being 
at the forefront of international best practice in this 
regard and honouring the further commitments made 
by the Prime Minister at COP27. 
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